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" “Given the years of conflict and distrust
between the Rowman Catholic and Lutheran
churches, we like o say 1o all who come,
PWelcome o a mitacle,” ™ That staicment
sums up A recent self-evaluation by blis-
sion of the Atonement, & bold adventure
of Lutherans and Roman Catholics in
Beaverion, Oregon,
If necessity is the molher of invention,
,then Mission of the Atonement is a unigue
example of ecumenism necessiiated by
two realivies (hat exist in virlually all
ELCA and Roman Catholic selationships:
Lutheran-Roman Catholic muwminges in
which each piriner |5 & practicing member
of his or her faith community, and the need
to overcome historic misunderstandings
between the two separated expressions of
the one faith. In this case—Ior the Lu-
therans—there was @ third necessity: a
pressing financial problem that led o a
- umigue solution
In ‘19RS, the future seemed Bleak for
Beaverton's Alonement Lutheran Church.
They had swruggled in &n atempt o be-
come self-supporting, but with a heavy
debt and luck of growth, it appeared they
could ne longer survive as @ viable con-
g::;ntu:m

5 Dptives and support
; ~ One of the options presenied af o con-
gregational meeting was lo mt:nlmn.:.ll;,r

that would be willing to provide some in-
come in exchange for sharing Atonement's
vary adequate fucilities. This was the op-
tion taken and became the way the mem-
bership chose wo avoid what seeined e
inevitable path of disbanding,

Al the same time, St.Anthony, a large
neighboring Roman Cu.l.lm.hc parish in Ti-
gard, Oregon, was interesied in expanding ,
ils uu:l.w_m:n I'I'i|.55!l:h|'l ThE I!.u-mu.n CarJ:lu
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Twu Beavermn cathmhc cnmmunrt:es

e Mnss”non of the At-one-ment

by L. .|".|. Jake Jacobson

i ,Flrst communion class.

« f the nine children in the first C.‘mn— i
nuu:uun preparation class, seven wers
Rarnan Cuﬂmhn:: angd two 'd.rc.:': Lu.LI:|:|:'—
AN, e ARG sisp |
" Father Mathias Tu.u:nu]l:.r und I con-!
ducted o joint service of the Word, The
children were recognized with certifi- !
cates and then we enacted whal they
hod come to understand, There is one
.| Joaf and one cup and one Cleist, but
here are dillering troditions,  'We cut
‘one loaf and poured two cups from one, .
Then the children carrying the elements
-led the procession 1o our separale Jo- .
cutions for the eucharistic service.
1AL the same time we celebraie our
oneness in Christ, we express our sor-
row that 5o much divides our :hun:hea
‘in upu it and wetion, ---“ it
Lol Pastor Dale Jamigaard, |
L7 =A% Migsion of the .l"..h.'an.:mmt
[ " * Beaverton, Oregon i+ 7 & i

lics who would be aflected by a Beaverton
. mission were pow part of o well-esiab-
lished pansh. Many of those members
were very comforlable in Tigard, and the
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The propusal was that the Luileran and
the Raman Catholic people of the twa con-
Brogations consider forming 8 community
of the twio groups. In the plan, eacl con-
gregation would muintain s separate
identty and tradiona, 5o it wos that in
July, 1986, a Lutheran congregation and
o Romin Catholic mission outreach in this
Forlland subarks formeed & relationship thal
Tor many wohl have seemed imposaible,
if not unthinkable. For their judicalones,
the Komaon Catholic Arcldiocess of Por-
land and the North Pacific Districy (NPD)
of the former American Lutheran Chorch
(ALC), this wos o journey witloul-a road
mag,

Credit must be given fo four chivich
leaders who courngeously participated in
bath the explomtion of end bringing thu
community—ile npew  Mission of $he
Alonemanl—inio being. Two of them hsd
cslablished a friendship thid would serve
this experiment well, They were Alone-
ment’s pastor, Bill Morcizey, wnd Auxilinry
Bishog Claude Steiner of lhe Archdiocese
of Portlond, The other two were the laie
Cliflord Lunde, bishop of the ALC North
Pacific District, wnd Archbsishop Cornelius
Power of the Archdiocese of Partland,
whose pioncering apicit provided encowr-

For the Lutherans and Roman Catholics Involved, this

'*Was a Journey without a road map.

idea of joining up with & group of Lu-
Uherans was centainly uneapecied, How-
* ever, “There wps in those days an inlense
* and very real sense of the presence of ihe
Haly Spirit upon us all,” according 1o one
of their planning 'documents. They felt
they hud been ui]ni.ku_tgn::d:r s new
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ngeinent, though nod withoul some hesi-
1angy,

¢ With the opproval of the Alonement Lu-
theran congregation and, according to the
new Mission of the Atwnement's self-
study, the “caulious" blessing of “the re-
spechive church bodies,” ihe new com-
Uiy | wis lormed, Fr. Yim Parker, di-
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